	Before Reading Or Viewing The Story

Laying The Foundation For Learning The Important Ideas
Use this script or adapt it using your own words to make the following important points for your students. This will help them listen for the main ideas in the story. The paragraphs are numbered for easy reference.

1.   “You are about to hear some very important ideas in this story about an angelfish who lives in the ocean near the islands of Hawai’i. The pictures you see will also help you understand these important ideas, so be sure to listen and watch.”

 2.  “The fish in our story is named Potter. He lives in the ocean with his friends – a shrimp, a seahorse, and a mollusk.”

3.   “In our story, the fish and other sea creatures talk to each other in human language, so as we listen to the story, we will learn a little about fish and a little about the coral reef, but mostly the story is meant to tell us something about ourselves.” 

4.  “Potter is a small fish called an angelfish.  He lives in the ocean with Stripes the shrimp, Lio the seahorse, and Jolly the mollusk. Potter, Stripes, Lio and Jolly are all friends, but there is a large crab named ‛Alakuma who lives there too. ‛Alakuma likes to tease Potter and his friends.  He likes to make them angry or make them sad with his teasing. ‛Alakuma is a bully.”

5.  “Before we hear the story about Potter and his friends, let’s think about three important questions.”  

“The first question is:

· If someone is a bully, does it usually help to get angry and do the same thing to the bully that the bully is doing to you?”

“The second question is:

· Does it always help right away to ignore the bullying or show the bully how sad you are?”

“The third question is:

· Is there something you can usually do to help things if you are being bullied?”

6.  “Now, let’s hear the story and see if Potter the angelfish can help us answer these three important questions.”

	After Reading or Viewing The Story

Reinforcing The Important Ideas Taught In The Story

IDEA 1 – Bullies like being mean to others because it makes them feel important.

“Bullies are not really more important and better than other people, but they like to pretend that they are.  ‛Alakuma was trying to seem very important when he teased and made fun of Potter and his friends.”

DISCUSSION

“Do you think people of all ages can be bullies? If some people bully other people, are they really more important than the people that they bully?”

IDEA 2 – Laughing can be cruel.

“One way bullies have of faking importance is to laugh at other people and pretend that they are only joking, but really, they aren’t trying to be funny.  They are trying to be mean.  ‛Alakuma tried to make Potter think he was only joking.”

DISCUSSION

“Do people always know the difference between someone who is joking to have fun and be nice, and someone who is joking to be mean and unkind?”

IDEA 3 – Seeing faults and weaknesses can be helpful or cruel.

“Calling attention to other people’s faults and weaknesses can be another way of bullying.  When ‛Alakuma teased Potter about being small, he was bullying.”

DISCUSSION

“Do people always know the difference between someone who shows them something that they are doing wrong to be helpful, and someone who shows them something that they are doing wrong to be mean?”

IDEA 4 – There are things that don’t often work to stop bullying, but there are things that often can work to stop it.

“Bullies won’t usually stop if all you do is get angry, show them how sad you are, or try to bully them back.  ‛Alakuma didn’t stop teasing just because Jolly began to cry.”

DISCUSSION

“Without mentioning any names, can anyone remember a time when just getting angry, or crying over being bullied, only made things worse?  But there are some things that might work with bullies to get them to stop.  Ignoring bullies will often make them stop, because they see that their bullying isn’t working.  What else might we do to make a bully stop being mean to us?”

CONCLUSION – There are some things that probably will get a bully to stop teasing us, but we should never become bullies ourselves.
“Sometimes you have to keep on ignoring bullies for a while before they will stop.  Sometimes, if a bully is making cruel jokes about you, you can join in the joke and make jokes on yourself, and the bully will stop.  But the most important thing for us to know is that we must never be mean to others just because they bully us. If we think hard enough about it, we will probably find a way to make them stop bullying us without being mean.”
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