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About Our Consultants:

Debbie Sokoloff R.N., B.S.N., M.S.Ed. 

Debbie was recognized by the Kansas School Nurse Organization as Kansas School Nurse of the Year in 2003. In 2001, Debbie was honored with the Kansas City Metro Outstanding School Nurse Advocacy Award for her experiential educational program for regular education students teaching about disabilities. She has been a school nurse for 15 years, served 3 years as the Nurse Coordinator and Health Services Resource Specialist, and currently is the nurse at a middle school in a large suburban school district. As the nurse in a school with numerous special education classrooms for students ages 3 to 21 years of age, Debbie has extensive experience working with students with disabilities, including those with autism, and severe, multiple disabilities. In addition to her professional experience, as the parent of a grown son with ID/DD (intellectual/developmental disabilities), she has insight into the feelings, experiences, and needs of families of children with disabilities.  

Mary Franey Rogers B.S.Ed., M.S.Ed. 

Mary is the Down Syndrome Guild Specialist for Shawnee Mission Public Schools, as well as a Transition Specialist for the District. She has been an educator for 37 years and has taught students with developmental disabilities in both self-contained and inclusive settings.  For 10 years she was a teacher and coordinator for Project CLEAR (College Learning Experiences for Adults with Retardation) at Johnson County Community College where she was awarded a lifetime outstanding service award. She is also recognized as an "Outstanding Service Provider" from the Association for Retarded Citizens. Mary collaborated on a published research study involving students with Asperger's Syndrome and has earned B.S. and M.S.Ed. degrees from the University of Kansas.

Emily J. Holman MacNaughton L.S.C.S.W.

Emily is currently beginning her sixteenth year as a school social worker in a large suburban school district.  She provides support to exceptional students (receiving support through individualized Education Plans) ranging in age from three years old to 21 years old.  Emily has been a master’s level social worker for 20 years and spent her first five years in the mental health field in both inpatient and outpatient settings.  She is in her sixth year of collaboratively teaching a social skills class at the high school level.  Emily received both her undergraduate and Master’s degrees from the University of Kansas.

Judy Wickland R.N., B.S.N., M.N. 

Judy came to school nursing with 18 years of wide-ranging nursing experiences, including inpatient and outpatient hospital nursing. She has been a nursing instructor at Avila University and St. Luke’s College of Nursing and maintains a hospital nurse position. Judy has been a school nurse for 15 years in the Shawnee Mission school district and currently provides services to 12-21 year old students with disabilities, teaching health education and sex education. In addition to doing her own teaching, she has been a consultant to others in the school district by providing materials and strategies to help students with special needs understand their sexuality and their sexual behaviors. She has taught and consulted about sexuality issues to parent groups and to young adults with disabilities in the community. During the last three years she has expanded her health and sex education teaching to include high risk students. Judy serves on the Continuing Nursing Education committee for the Shawnee Mission school nurses, is a CPR instructor, and works as a preceptor to nursing students from several local nursing schools.

Peggy Rabbitt R.N., B.S.N., M.N. 

Peggy received the Friend of Special Education Award in 2005 from the Shawnee Mission School District. She was also the 2003 recipient of the Kansas City Metro Outstanding School Nurse Advocacy Award given by Children’s Mercy Hospitals & Clinics for her experimental educational program promoting hand washing for prevention of communicable diseases. She was the school nurse at Westwood View Elementary School where her classes often included students with disabilities. She was a school nurse for 15 years and also a CPR instructor for her District. Peggy was a member of the Health Education Curriculum committee of the District and has been consulting with Marsh Media for 12 years. She has served as Health Education Chairman for the Kansas PTA and on the Board of the Johnson County branch of the American Cancer Society. She has taught nursing at Research College of Nursing and Rockhurst University. She is currently teaching family oriented puberty classes for the Johnson County Health Department as well examining adolescent health as a member of the Johnson County Commissioners task force.

