	Before Reading Or Viewing The Story

Laying The Foundation For Learning The Important Ideas
Use this script or adapt it using your own words to make the following important points for your students. This will help them listen for the main ideas in the story. The paragraphs are numbered for easy reference.

1.   “You are about to hear some very important ideas in this story about a cow.  The pictures you see will also help you understand these ideas, so be sure to listen and watch.”

 2.  “The cow in our story is named Clarissa.  Clarissa lives in Wisconsin, a state in the middle part of the United States.   Wisconsin has lots of farms, and many kinds of animals live on the farms of Wisconsin.”

3.   “In our story, the farm animals talk to each other in human language, so as we listen to the story, we will learn a little about farms and a little about cows and other farm animals, but mostly the story is meant to tell us something about ourselves.” 
4.  “Clarissa lives in the field with Fiona, a bossy cow.  She also lives with Tessy, who is a beautiful cow.  Compared to them, Clarissa is very plain, but she is also smart, good, and gentle”

5.  “Before we hear the story about Clarissa, let’s think about three important questions.”  

“The first question is:

· When you think about the kind of person you are, are things like being beautiful and being able to boss people around the most important things about you?”

“The second question is:

· Are the things that make people special and important always things that show on the outside right away?”

“The third question is:

· What are the things about all of us that make us truly important?”

6.  “Now, let’s hear the story and see if what Clarissa learns about herself can help us answer these three important questions.”



	After Reading or Viewing The Story

Reinforcing The Important Ideas Taught In The Story

IDEA 1 – People can sometimes make others feel bad about themselves.

“When Clarissa got pushed around by Fiona and Tessy, it made her feel a little bit bad.  Then she didn’t get to go to the fair because she wasn’t very pretty.  Clarissa believed that she had to be either bossy or beautiful to get the things that she wanted.” 

DISCUSSION

“Do you believe that Clarissa was right about this?  Have you ever felt a little bit bad about yourself when somebody else seemed to be more important because they were prettier or more handsome, or because they bossed you around?  Without using the name of any one person, let’s find some things about people or the way that they act that can make other people feel bad about themselves.”
IDEA 2 – People can be admired for the things that don’t often show right away.

“Lots of times, we know people we like a lot or admire, even if the things we like about them don’t show right away.  

DISCUSSION

“Why did Pete, the farmer’s son, admire Clarissa?  Now let’s name some of the things that we admire most in other people.  Are these things that always show up right away, when we first see a person?”
IDEA 3 –  Sometimes you have to watch for a chance to get what you want by knowing there are important things about you that others don’t always see.

“When Clarissa did not get to go to the fair, she was sad about it.  But then, she had a chance to help some other farm animals who were lost and afraid.  Clarissa guided them back to the fair, didn’t she?  She showed them the way, and she helped the pig get through the gate.”

DISCUSSION

“Why did Clarissa want to help the animals who were lost?  What was Clarissa able to show these animals about herself?  What did Clarissa learn as she took the animals back to the fair?  What did Clarissa learn about being liked for what she did to help the lost animals?”

CONCLUSION – Sometimes the most important things about us don’t show on the outside, but they are the things of which we should be most proud.

“Sometimes the most important things about us don’t show on the outside, do they?  Let’s name the things about Clarissa that showed how important she was.  She was brave, and clever, and kind, and smart, and adventurous.  Are these things you should be proud of in yourself?  Would you admire these things in a person?  Could you know these things about someone just by looking at them?  So, sometimes, judging by the way they look, we might be tempted to believe that some people aren’t very important. But if we look harder, we can often learn things that make these same people important and special.
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